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THIN AIR School Program: Grades 10 - 12 
Writers to the Schools 

 
 

Invite one of our high-powered writers to read and talk with your students. 
We’ll put you in touch ahead of time so that you can tailor your session to 
address the needs of specific groups of students. 
 
 

Featured writers: ANITA DAHER (available all week) 

 THEODORE FONTAINE (available all week) 

 PATRICK RYAN (available Thursday and Friday) 

  
Scheduling a visit:  Please indicate a first and second choice of writers, and at least two 

presentation times that would work for you. We will do our best to 
accommodate your wishes, and confirm the details in early June. 

Fee:  $200/hour (info at www.thinairwinnipeg.ca) 

Registration:  http://www.surveygizmo.com/s/122436/wts 

________________________________________________ 

ANITA DAHER was born in PEI and has spent much of her life moving, living all over Canada. For 

the past several years, she has called Winnipeg home. She has always written for kids, and moves easily 
between young teens and older teens who face much more difficult issues. Spider’s Song was a finalist for the 
McNally Robinson Best Book for Kids and the Arthur Ellis Award, and was a Chapters/Indigo Junior 
Advisory Council Pick. Anita won the John Hirsch Award for Most Promising Writer in 2007—and has 
proven it true! She is an experienced and enthusiastic reader and presenter, and works often with young 
writers. 

www.anitadaher.com  /  www.pengiun.ca 

Spider’s Song (Penguin Canada, 2007) 

Stuck in Yellowknife with her crazy grandmother, AJ is one angry girl. She’s lonely, too, and her blog has 
become her main source of contact with the world. It is there she reveals her innermost hurts—the 
absence of her mother, who has gone back to school; and of her father, who abandoned AJ when she 
was just a little girl; and the moving around she and her mother have had to do every few years for 
reasons she has never understood. And recently, she’s begun to cut herself—a powerful habit and shame 
she is trying to overcome. When AJ is befriended by a travelling musician, she begins to think she may 
have found her father. 

Other titles for teens: 

Two Foot Punch (Orca, 2007) 

_____________________________ 

 

http://www.thinairwinnipeg.ca/
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s/122436/wts
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THEODORE FONTAINE, a member of the Sagkeeng First Nation in Manitoba, attended both 

the Fort Alexander and Assiniboia Indian Residential Schools, experiences which form the backdrop for his 
compelling memoir, Broken Circle: The Dark Legacy of Indian Residential Schools (Heritage House). The book has 
made an impact on both readers and critics, and was shortlisted for the Best First Book at the Manitoba Book 
Awards. Theodore has been a respected leader and negotiator for aboriginal peoples, including as chief of the 
Sagkeeng First Nation, executive director of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, and Strategic Advisor to the 
Chiefs on Indian residential school issues. He now chairs the Indigenous Leadership Development Institute, 
based in Winnipeg. 

www.heritagehouse.ca 

Broken Circle: The Dark Legacy of Indian Residential Schools (Heritage House, 2010) 

Theodore Fontaine lost his family and freedom just after his seventh birthday, when he began his long 
trek through the Indian residential school system. In this powerful memoir, Theodore examines the 
impact of his psychological, emotional and sexual abuse, the loss of his language and culture, and, most 
important, the loss of his family and community. Broken Circle is painful, but it is ultimately a story of 
healing. It shines with Theodore’s concern for all residential school survivors and their children and 
grandchildren, and his enduring belief that one can pick up the shattered pieces and restore the circle. 

 

_____________________________ 

 

PATRICK RYAN is an internationally-recognized storyteller who has told stories, led storytelling and 

creative writing workshops, and delivered lectures about the art of storytelling all over the world. From 
traditional folk and fairy tales from many cultures, to stories in and behind Shakespeare’s plays, Ryan 
captivates audiences of all ages. Currently a research fellow at the University of Glamorgan in Wales, he will 
be in Winnipeg this fall as the Storyteller-in-Residence at the University of Manitoba’s Centre for Creative 
Writing and Oral Culture. 

www.patryanstoryteller.co.uk 
 

For senior students, Patrick brings his storytelling brilliance to folk tales from many cultural 
traditions. He also has a whole trove of Shakespeare stories, from stories in the plays to stories that 
form the background to the plays. Depending on your group, he can do primarily a storytelling 
presentation or a workshop that includes oral and drama work—activities, games, improvisations—
and some writing, story-mapping and visual art work. 

 

_____________________________ 

 
 
 

Questions? Contact Tavia Palmer: 927-7323 or info@thinairwinnipeg.ca 

S’il vous plait voir programme scolaire pour notre programmation en français.  

www.thinairwinnipeg.ca 


